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SACRAMENTO — A Senate committee yesterday defeated a bill intended to 
protect non-smokers that critics claimed actually would have pre-empted 
local no-smoking ordinances across the state. 


The bill originally was written to protect non-smokers from being fired or 
demoted if they insist on a smoke-free work place. It was subsequently 
amended to protect workers who only smoke outside the work place from being 
discriminated against as well. 

"We don't want to let laws protecting non-smokers be used to discriminate 
against smokers," said Assemblyman Steve Peace, D-La Mesa, an adamant 
non-smoker who proposed the legislation. 


But opponents convinced the Senate Industrial Relations Committee that the 
measure could supersede local smoking ordinances. 


"we would assert that a smoker should not be denied employment or be 
fired," said Tony Najera, a lobbyist for the American Lung Association of 
California. "But we're trying to protect the 10 years it took to establish 
the 170 local ordinances up and down California." 


Peace said his bill would have no impact on local laws, but he agreed to 
amend in more specific local protections. Nevertheless, Peace's AB 2288 
gained only two votes from the nine-member Senate Industrial Relations 
Committee. 



Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tqxn0004 


2071964500 



